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Quotes by Mordecai Richler: 
 

No matter how long I live abroad, I do feel forever rooted in St. Urbain 
Street. That was my time, my place, and I have elected myself to get it right.  

 
Coming from Canada, being a writer and Jewish as well, I have impeccable 

paranoia credentials. 

 
Fundamentally, all writing is about the same thing; it's about dying, about 

the brief flicker of time we have here, and the frustration that it creates. 
 

When I wrote the novel I was Barney Panofsky, but not before and not after. 
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Charlie Foran was born and raised in Toronto. He holds degrees from the 
University of Toronto and the University College, Dublin, and has taught in 
China, Hong Kong, and Canada. He has published ten books, including four 
novels, and writes regularly for magazines and newspapers in Canada and 
elsewhere. He is a contributing reviewer for The Globe and Mail and has won 
various awards for his work. You can learn more about his books on this 
website and read samples of his recent journalism and uncollected fiction. 
Charlie has also made radio documentaries for the CBC program Ideas and 
recently co-wrote the TV documentary Mordecai Richler: The Last of the Wild 
Jews. A former resident of Montreal, where he was a columnist for the 
Montreal Gazette and reported on Quebec for Saturday Night Magazine, 
Charlie currently resides in Peterborough, Ontario, with his family. 


